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BEST WEEK OF PLANTING THIS SPRING, BUT STILL WELL BEHIND NORMAL

Favorable weather conditions finally arrived last week as farmers made the most of the four and a half days of decent
planting conditions. Cotton and soybean plantings at the week’s end still lagged a full two weeks behind the five-year
average pace. Corn producers last week were re-seeding some fields and working around wet spots in others. Overall,
progress is about ten days behind the five-year average. Tobacco transplanting began last week. In addition to planting,
other farm activities last week included side dressing corn, herbicide applications and working cattle. The encouraging
news is that the wheat crop has continued to be rated in good-to-excellent condition.

Topsoil moisture levels were rated 60 percent adequate and 40 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture levels were rated 1
percent short, 62 percent adequate and 37 percent surplus. Temperatures across the state last week averaged 1 degree
below normal across east Tennessee and the plateau and 2 to 3 degrees above normal across middle and west Tennessee.
Rainfall amounts averaged 0.6 to 0.94 inches below normal across middle and west Tennessee and 0.6 to 1.94 inches
above normal across east Tennessee and the plateau.

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION
. Five
Crop V-:-/L]:esk VI\_/ZIZL 2012 X(\e/zr Item \P/S(?r/ Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent
Percent Percent

Corn — Planted 79 63 100 89 |Corn 0 6 23 57 14
Corn — Emerged 56 45 99 76 |Pasture 0 2 19 66 13
Cotton — Planted 13 3 72 40 |Winter Wheat 0 4 14 60 22
Hay — 1% Cutting 19 3 63 32

Soybeans - Planted 9 2 56 26

Soybeans - Emerged 4 n/a 34 11

Tobacco — Transplanted 10 2 38 24

Winter Wheat — Headed 95 80 100 97

Winter Wheat — Turning Color 9 n/a 93 33

n/a = not available

County Agent Comments
“Progress has been made this week in finishing up late corn planting on good ground and under irrigation. Some spotty
replants have also occurred. Producers started planting cotton and early soybeans this week as well. Dyer County is still
experiencing flooded acreage in Mississippi Delta bottom areas along Forked Deer and Obion Rivers. Farmers are
moving around from dry spot to dry spot or airing out ground to be able to plant some fields. Wheat is progressing well
and looking really good at this point in time. Wheat crop yield potential looks great but things can change before harvest
time. Planted corn acres have had surprisingly good uniform emergence in most cases despite the cool, wet weather we
have experienced over the last three weeks.” Tim Campbell, Dyer County

“Once again rains have stopped planting. More rain forecasted. Corn planting will probably be finished with last night's
rain and the calendar date. There is wheat down in quite a few fields this morning.” Richard Buntin, Crockett County

“The farmers in Fayette County have been very busy this week planting corn, re-planting corn, beans and cotton. Other
activities include hay cutting and spraying. The ground has finally warmed up enough to plant cotton and, up until
Thursday, was dry enough to plant with sunshine most of the week. Later in the week showers came back in.”

Jeffery Via, Fayette County

“Producers were able to take advantage of the sunshine, warm temperatures and windy conditions that dried soil enough
to get back into the fields this week. Additional acres of corn were planted or re-planted in some cases, while other corn
acres received side-dress applications of nitrogen or post-emerge herbicides. Forage producers were able to harvest
several acres of first-cut hay with the good drying conditions.” Jeff Lannom, Weakley County

“Tobacco transplanting and hay cutting is underway this week. Replant of corn and planting of “wet” fields finally
completed by Thursday. Strawberry producers began selling on Monday.” Paul Hart, Robertson County

“Drier conditions allowed producers to get back into fields. Showers at the beginning and end of the week produced from
0.5 to 0.75 inches of rain for most of the county, with a few isolated areas reporting 1.0 to 1.3 inches. The wheat crop has
pollinated and is beginning to show signs of turning. Warmer temperatures have helped corn progress; producers were
busy planting/replanting, and side dressing. Most producers still trying to get a few more acres planted or are replanting
flooded areas. A few producers have switched to soybeans. About 10% of the (soybean) crop is planted. Cotton producers
got a few acres in. Hay producers took advantage of the drier conditions to get about 40% of the first cutting harvested.”

Ed Burns, Franklin County

“Haymaking began in earnest last week with favorable weather until Saturday when rains returned. Wind and heavy
rains over the weekend caused some reported damage to a few wheat fields.” John Wilson, Blount County

“Wet conditions continue to hamper corn and soybean planting as well as hay cutting. Many farmers have wrapped wheat

for baleage instead of making hay. Apple growers are reporting great pollination of all varieties despite the wet
conditions. Major concern is hitting the window for chemical thinning of crops.” Kim Frady, Bradley County
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TEMPERATURES AND PRECIPITATION
For week ending:

May 19, 2013 (with comparisons)

TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION
LOCATION Week Ending Current | .. | Current Departure Current Departure
May 19, 2013 Week Days Since From Normal S|npe From Normal
HI [ LO | AvG | DFN | 05/19/13 January 1| January 1 April 1 April 1
West
Ames_Plantation 85| 39 68 0 1.04 2 30.03 7.30 11.18 2.22
Brownsville_TN 86| 43 69 -1 0.25 2 29.99 7.26 13.34 4.41
Covington 84| 42 66 -3 0.24 3 29.18 6.52 12.73 3.75
Dyersburg 88| 45 70 1 0.64 2 27.44 6.89 12.65 4.92
Huntingdon_Wate 87| 39 68 2 0.76 2 35.58 13.94 16.27 8.39
Jackson_Exp_Stn 87| 41 68 1 0.72 2 31.98 10.16 14.15 5.61
Lexington_TN 86| 37 67 0 1.56 2 32.02 10.99 14.42 6.58
Martin 87| 40 67 1 0.61 2 29.75 8.46 13.75 5.70
Memphis AG 86| 44 69 -3 0.16 3 30.80 8.63 12.57 3.89
Milan 86| 39 68 2 0.47 2 32.62 10.71 15.68 7.39
Paris 85| 38 66 1 0.62 2 31.27 10.02 15.01 7.27
Savannah_6SW 87| 38 68 -1 0.73 3 28.73 4.19 12.66 3.58
Selmer 86| 37 68 2 1.15 2 28.58 4.23 10.28 1.17
Union_City 86| 40 67 1 0.59 2 25.61 4.58 11.83 3.98
Middle
Clarksville_Sew 87| 39 70 5 0.15 2 26.18 5.41 9.63 2.51
Cookeville 84| 35 63 -2 0.63 2 26.59 3.52 12.15 4.11
Crossville_AP 81| 33 63 0 0.82 3 26.76 3.70 11.77 3.73
Dickson_AG 85| 35 67 2 0.80 1 25.98 3.71 9.86 1.60
Dover_1W 85| 38 65 0 0.68 2 34.83 13.09 16.55 8.71
Fayetteville_TN 85| 37 68 3 0.38 3 27.73 4.60 11.49 3.64
Jamestown 82| 32 61 -3 0.27 2 26.14 4.72 11.08 3.50
Kingston_Spring 86| 36 65 1 0.51 3 22.98 1.55 9.25 1.79
Lewisburg 87| 37 66 1 0.98 2 25.62 2.81 11.75 3.52
Livingston_WLIV 84| 35 63 -3 0.51 3 27.55 6.55 11.23 3.75
Lobelville 85| 36 65 -1 0.72 1 30.13 6.83 11.90 3.59
Murfreesboro_5N 85| 36 65 -2 1.21 3 28.25 6.63 13.22 5.38
Nashville Metro 86| 39 68 1 0.49 3 24.07 441 10.19 2.77
Oneida 84| 32 61 -2 0.08 1 23.21 1.62 8.75 1.03
Portland_TN 85| 39 66 2 0.55 2 25.96 5.13 11.63 4.10
Pulaski_Water_P 82| 36 64 -5 0.70 2 28.81 5.79 11.56 3.93
Shelbyville 85| 37 67 1 1.57 3 25.75 2.94 11.93 4.00
Sparta_ TN 85| 35 64 -1 0.93 2 28.27 5.75 12.81 4.86
Springfield 85| 37 65 1 0.92 2 28.10 7.92 13.87 6.56
Springhill 86| 31 65 0 0.61 2 24.38 1.20 10.26 1.69
Tullahoma 82| 37 67 -1 1.69 3 27.98 3.82 14.06 5.87
Waynesboro TN 84| 33 63 -3 1.02 3 27.65 2.97 11.37 2.46
East
Chattanooga/Lov 88| 43 68 2 0.77 2 32.89 10.09 14.86 7.79
Cleveland_6NNE 85/ 38 64 -3 0.84 2 28.77 5.82 11.47 4.08
Dayton 86| 36 64 -4 0.71 3 31.00 7.15 14.27 6.44
Erwin_1W 82| 35 59 -3 0.76 2 22.19 3.87 7.44 0.63
Gatlinburg 2SW 83| 34 60 -3 0.45 2 30.57 9.19 9.26 1.82
Greeneville 83| 34 61 -4 0.48 2 24.25 7.74 7.42 1.60
Kingston_AG 88| 38 65 1 1.53 2 30.53 6.59 13.17 5.31
Knoxville_AP 85| 39 66 2 1.23 2 31.16 11.60 10.78 4.54
Newcomb 84| 34 61 -1 0.61 3 24.20 2.61 8.78 1.06
Norris_4NE 87| 36 63 -2 1.22 3 27.14 6.18 10.06 2.99
Tri-City RGNL_A 83| 35 61 -3 0.96 2 22.80 6.76 6.60 0.93

DFN = Departure from Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period).

during the week. Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) measured in inches.
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Rain Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more
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